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To the Biſhops of 


ENGLAND: ns 


H, that your viſards were Vnmasked, that 
O your wayes might be diſcovered, that the 
, ſtate might ſee your armegwhereas now it ts 
ſo much diftarled to rove to find out your feduce- 
ments by comjeftures Now you are 4 great aduan- 
cer of the C aire of Rome, 4nd by and by a child of 
our Church, and in difficult and unſettled times 
betwixt both, and ſtand out for neither... And ſure 
Rome ſcarce dare truſt you, leſt you will not leave 
us, and we are fearefull, leſt you will fly to them, 
your own conſcrences canteſtifie that you afſe# both, 
yet are you entre to netther,gtue me leave to ſpeake 
plainly berauſe you are firme to netther,you are trou- 
bleſame to both. To be too zealous tn a preteuded 
good work e 1s 111, and ſo rs tt to ſit ftill and be ſatife. 
fied with ignorance, Lut worſt of all to know both,and 
he firme to neither, will you ſtill abide amongſt us, 
and yet not be of us, and-will you ftill caſt your eyes. 
0# Rome, a-4d yet ahide with us, are you 12norant, 
or unconſtant ; that you ſtill and on doubts, know 
Es A 3 your 


To the Biſhops of England. 
your ſebvesthat we may know you: either abide with 
23 with wha jus fecke, and cur jour wings yo of 
hetake you toyoun wings, and ſpeabe at ad 
Aat ſo trouble «s toth. Either ſpeaks 40 ws in the 
light, or dbide with them who worke in the darke. 
Fl nemler death, and let the theught thereof cauſe 
Jour watering to ceaſe,and be firme it your reſoluti- 
045. Will you net jet reſolte*1f you meane to chuſe, 
w! e : ſha'l it Legthy not now,let your learning diſco- 
wer to you the dangers of delay,tt makes you miſera- 
ble in what you want, & doubtful in nhat you have, 
and trouble us to know nhat you are : why will you 
looke to heaven with one eye, and on Romes pope 
z1th the other? God cals you if you will t 7 forbemt: 
thentake a reſolurion, to caft this Texebell owt of 
the 19rudowes of wr Churches,this whore of Rome 
that bath thus adcaced her pride,cy bewitchedyon, 
ts their not juſt canfe for what Icry? Tet if you will 
fill remaine wnconftant yoho ſhall make you firme? Tf 
yore bove to ſtagger, yet aquaint us why you wil thus 
Le unconſt ant * Surely you water, becauſe you ſpeake 
z0t plainly to us, your words are one thing and your 
aime another. Methinkes 1 ſee your filence with a 
bluſh to anſwer ' this conjeFure, as if thereby you 
trated, this to be the cauſs? Are you offended?Tam 
grieved, and have 1 not caaſe, ſince eruill jarres 
have beene by you fo lamantable : will nothing 
pleaſe yow but the glory of your owne partaking, 
and the quietneſſe þ your one ful-bellied peace 2 
Thinke you to finde more glory in them then in 
our Churches , wee have one Chriſt ; labour not 
26d | then 


Tothe Bithops of Brglin 
then for thoſe who divide his Garments : nay, his 
very body and blood, 1f you will bee tows like Bar- 
nabas to Paul , yet bee mot to ws like Simon Ma- 
gus 70 Peter. O they Charches have complained of 
theſe diſtraR ions as well as we;yet our greate# gree- 
Vance win your Vnſetled1eſſe. Thinke you the glory 
of Rome to be ſo famowfor you, among t whom are 
ſeverall bundreds of Contrarieties among it her 
ſelfe, which will dijtra8 you m9re then you expe't, 
though their D iſſentions are ſmothered by their 
ſubtleties ; have not you learned of them to fight 
cloſly within doores, without noiſe, which endange- 
red, [ had almoſt ſaid begun frayes in the field? 
Surely the more you labour for their policie_, the 
more you runne with them into want of Peace, and 
if you bee not either partiall, or incredulous, you 
may eaſily percerye the miſthiefe of their ſecret 
Differences, Will you Rule the Church alone? aluſ 
how full s ſuch rule of contradiiion and parpoſes 
repugnant to Chriſt her head { 1f you alone lty 
claime to the Church as yours ;, why doe you chid: 
with her bet members,@ diſturbe them;why doe you 
mart 


not from GOD ; tndeed much pompe, an1 elory 
Romes Churches ſores receive, but it is better to 
te content with what eſtate Chriſt bequeaths to his 
Charch. will you rather let your Soule, and the 
Soules of all your Flockes want their food,then you be 
. takeafrom your Palaces ? Ts _— worth your re- 

ſpeR but earthly peace? But if you love your peace 


#24 zlory ſo dearely that you will not leaue it ;, take 
; your 


_ 


Fo the Byſhbops of England: 
8 4nd. pimps to ſees; let ut bave 
Trad #f #4 may ie? Poon too; tf you love 
Jour yo of 0.4 - and the Churches , ſeeks rathes 
to reſt , then excuſes for your 
wo bode.1n pb ſeeke Peace and follow Truth, 
Bt, Rome , and follow Cunisr : 
\ Except you will rather abide in 
*parthlypompe then came 
. toChriſt, 


Yours, if you Chriſt,, 
"48 W, 


PIIEL - 
PRELATES PRIDE 
The manifeſtation that the. Bi-. 

ſhops Lordly goyernment,from the | 


otiginall inſtitution is not de jare 
ine, by diving right, bur moody | 
| Hutnane: | | 


This is 4 token, that they hate the Lord\for that 
they will have themſelves tobe called by the name 
of Lords,ſaith Euſcbiug, i» his 7 booke of Preparg- 
_ | 

He Lordly inftitution of Biſhops is net from 
aiyine right, but meerely bumane, 


The Argument. 


Hat inſtitution which is from men, and TheArgument 

nat from the Word of God, is not of 

divine rightbut humane.Bur the inſtitu- 

tion of a _ 8 n= Ware - 
menztheretore ſuch Lordly oft 

B ” m—_ 


Concluſion; 


(Ca) 


ly 3. ways, y Prjpeurpa.ape | 
Ko mony { % 1g 
- FReaſoh TT is forged to confer} that Rich 


inſtitutions, as there'is no warrant for in GQD 
. Word,batate onely for _ tkbifttntitns of 
Mcn.can nawaycy be ſaid ra be tfrom ſGadyſheing 
the ward of God expreſleth not n—_ 
we will goe about to make Huttane mortals di- 
vine,or exalt them as Gods, or elſe adde to thoſe 
thingswhichGod hath written,and fo bring thoſe 
heavie plagues upon us, Revel.22, 18. that which 
is from. God isdivine, but: what. is onely from 
man,muſt nceds be humane. | | 
' If the glory of all the wiſedomes itt the world, 
were in one aſſembly , and ſhould conclude of 
ſome particular not cxpreſt in holy writ,fuch in- 
ſtitntion, though never ſo approved by men, yet 
is it notwithſtanding humane, becauſe inftituted 
by men onely,and having no warrant from Gods 
holy word. | | 


2.The holy Scripture ſo expreſleth it's which, 
as the Prophet Terem:ah faithyis vanity , to ſpeake 
the viſtons bf a mans owne heart, and not out of the 
mouth of the Lord. Tex.23.16, - - 


©). 


3-St, Hillrlaithyhattheetediticn ofmanha{l w awe,ch x: 


be taken fairh he) for! it is hiumnanes > '/ 


time'T hopeanyreafotnd! 
may be well tatisfied choir pres 
litiandar thit.cyes'ofany may here bchold-how 
cleere'this is:laid:-downeand proved;that ſuch un- 
ſtitution as is from men,and not from the Word 
of Godzis not of divine right ,, but merrely-hu- 
mane, 17 ' (MOHeqontie wo vi 
nl”, nA 2. to=avrhR nfs 13h no 
IT. That inſticurion onely which is ffom the 
word ofGodghar alone is of Jitine right.and not 
the jaſtjrutions or as of the ihyentiohs of after 
Ages, "being from chemſelves atone. Doth.che 
ſcripture contirme ir,” theti it muſt necdes be di- 
vinezIs it onely from man ?” Oh fond Agg -wilt 
thou maintaine ſuch things 28 fliyine, whichrhe 
holy writ doth nor: then tay thany Caterpille 
more plead free priviledges in Gods gardetl, ar 
many, wolves neſt themſelves amongſt Gods 
ſheepe.: Have not ſome preferred playes. before 
the Word of God, who, have prqteſted thar the 
ſpirit of G O D hath more wrought upon their 
hearts at the conceit of ſome ſhadowed Tragedy, 
then beingpreſent ara Sermon? The Vſurer can 
pleade that God is honoured by his doing good, 
The Papiſtscan pretend rheir Zeale before their 
Croſſes, and Crucifixes,and all rheſce,and many 
more can claime Antiquity, 'and pleade 


B 2 as 


"1; | 


# 
. 


4, 


(64) 
as fnach for themiſe ves as' any Prelne” +” bue al! 
this while theyre bur humaneand permitted by 
men,as the Prelates are 3 they are not permirted 
by Gods holy word :-nor no-fuch vaine invetiti - 
ons,whichcanfed holy David ee rake up this re- 
ſolution;! bate;ſarch begyaine irruenteons, 'but thy 
Lew doe 1 love: Pfal. rx9. 1234, Ard though our 
Lordly —_— would: prove themſelves ro be 
the Lords Biſhopsfrom divine right,yet ler them 

CE but conſider that ſaying of St. Ausr tn, for as 
tt, © much(faith he).as Chica hath not revealed theſe 
1 things, who dare be ſo vaine or.raſh amonglt us, 
a5 to affirme,jy ithoutany teſtimon of the {crip- 
tures,that ſuch thir are divine, which xhe Lord 

hath notſo declared of them. ef - 

ITI, To prove 4hat the Lordly government 

of Bifhops 15 from men and not from. God, and 

that ſhall be Grit from a briefe ſurvey: of hiſtory 

how they have received their zoſtitufion,. from 

men'z & ſceondly by a briefe Catalogue of ſome 

particular places of-Scriptyre , in Every booke 

through the whole Bible, -to proye that they are 

not permitted thns to. ſtand by, the of God. 

1. Fo prove that their inſtitution js from mert, 

& that to be briefe,I will give you a litle glimps 

Buſcb,lib.3 of L195 (inthe firlt place ) by the way, becauſe 

ch, 2, he was the firſt Biſho of got thet we rcade of 

from rhe time of theApoltles uffering;vho ne- 

ver was recorded to be exalted to the prelafie, or 

Lordly government,wh6Sr. Paul ftilesa brother 

and nota Lord , amongſt thoſe other brethren 

Enhulys 


- + a 


(5 / 
BVuhabes and Podorcegand Clandiagand the reſt of 
tho brethren,whbom, asT cake it, St.Pavr aimes. 
2 T imoth <+51 4 | 

Inthole dayes 
Komeznd the text of Sctiptute by St. Pas 
lim 00 Lofd:LordBiſhopwss & language 
with him 5100 it was faithfull yoak-fellow,it was 
Clensent and other fellow-labourers,w ith the reſt 
of the-Preachers of the Goſpell , theſe wete tlie 
ſkikes of the'Miniſters ; after the Apoſtles Cu- 


calls 


ſtomes it is. Philp.4:3. | 


There werethen atfo many Chriſtian preachers 1dem lib. 5, 
in terafdlew.as Marcus, Craſſianus,P lids, M4- ch.tz 


xi#v0ay,Y alexts, theſe and other Biſhops in thoſe 
dayes, wee never reade of any of tht that were 
* made Lords: or _ _—_ exalted to tem = 

tonities, ExcCePt one h as Demas, w i! 
Fo; yon deed with gory of the world 3 bur 
the Apoſtle brands him tor a forſaker of his ca 
| .for his hboutr. 2 Timoth, 4. 1G. 


ndeed ſome decretall Epiſtleshave beene for- $ym,; ca. of- 
ped onZepbyr inus the 14.Biſhop of Rome,but fey B. 


are very foolfhafid ridicalons 3 ofely forged of 
bat en judicious Readers j As to Con- 
ſcrate the holy Cup;to be ina veſſell of glaſle. 

That a Biſhop bemg accuſed ſhall chooſe his 
own Indges; andthar no diffenitive ſentence ſhall 
be: denounced againft a Biſhop; unrill the time 
that his cariſe were tieard of the Patriarch of 
Reme,8&©. But alas ! this is but a mocking of the 


Church of God,toatrribute ſuch ſwelling pride. 


ſach unaccuſtomed formes of judicature , ſuch 
B;3 fcn- 


alſs ws Clement Nidop Of in Euſcbius; 


09: 


fenci ding of unrighteous ten 
br Fn en hich being iy or 
* ped _ the fathers,were, without ,al- 
rogether unknowne unto them in thole dayes. 
And ſo alfo ſome decretall Epiſtles alcribed 
unto 2—_ P ant 141245 _ & _ 
Eccleſia Epiſcopus, &c. how palpable doth this 
ſeeme tobe falſe and forged,for fuch magnificent 
Tom;1.concil. {tiles as theſe were not as yet in ule. -Andafter- 
wards when they crept into the Church , t 
were onely at the firſt aſcribed tothem by fi 
as admired the verrues of ſome ſingular and rare 
men,ſuch as Cyprian & Athanafimsbutno churctr 
| man of any degree whatſoever,did in thoſe times 
uſurpe ſuch-proud and arrogant titles of digni 
Sym-3. 6en.of in his-owne writings directed to otherChriſteans, 
58, .andtherefore the learned reje@ this Epiſtle, as 
| —aago by ſome late unlearned, and flattering 
ellow. | | 
Plat,jn decrer Some have bin ſo boldznot onely to attribute to 
_ lib pont. Cajrs the 03.Miſhep of. Rome,the conſtitution of 
amak. tha Eccleſiaſticall orders, but to attribute it e- 
ven tothe Apoſtles themſelves, but I ſay, beatus 
qui no credit they father the inſtitution of theſe 
degrees upon them, firſt to be Oſtrarims,a to bee 
L ettor,z. Exorctſta, 4+ Acoluths, 5. Subdiaronu, 
6.D 1aconn,7.Prebetor,s. Epiſcopus, but happy is 
he who beleeves no ſuch lyes.. As for Cajes the 
L time wherin he lived,was a time of perſecuti6 & 
9743 de & Cajuyhe was fain to hide himſelf a long time ing 
Cave. Had this bin attributed t0Berifriwabed. 
Gregory 


\ 


(7) 
Gregory the 5.0 to Adexandey they ic might have 
hin mote;probable: And as for the Apoſtles, in- 
deed we find allowed 2 orders of Miniſters, a Bi. 
and a Deacon,or an.Elder and a Deacon, 1 Tim. 
3.1 but ſurelywith thera Bithop,Elder,Paſtor, 
Shephdard, was 2H one, and not two diſtin de- 

Atts 15.Titus r.5,6,7.Gordius,8.Narciſſus, Hiern catal, 
and'a worthry man called Alexander , were Bi- (*1{2*.cccl. 
ſhops in-{eraſalemall at once, yet none of them 
de(ired arg or anyLotdly title,orrule 
over other Miniſtcs,. | 

'Bur'tocome to after times, ſome there are who 
have gone about to prove that Conſtantine did 
confirme the B:ſbop of Rome in his glory 3 but 
- how can that be fince the purple garment, the 
Palace of Lateranthe Superiority of Rome, and 
government of the Weſt, all theſe honours, the Socra. lib. 5; 
Emperours ſucceſſours to Conſtantine poſleſſed Þ*: 31+: 
and not the Biſbop, for-many hundred Yeares af- ; 
re... | k 

Let-us view the dayes of /zmnocentims the x, SW 

And we ſhall finde that ar his firſt beginning, a- ge. cipriau, 
bout the yeare of our Lord,q00. Abour the raign 
of Theodoſius Y Emperour,who fighting withEa- 
" genius the tyrant, was ſo miraculodſly delivered, 
who having recourſe to God by prayer, his cauſe 
alſo being 


(8) 
Kuffin lib:d. 1.eing bolyeryin the battell by a tempeſt of wind, 
_ G OD hear; his grit wn 
; ayer, in the battell rheLord ſent a wind whi 

lew ſo vehemently, that the darts were turned 
back by the violence of the wind, in the faces of 
the Tyrants Army, of whom the Poet Claudiar 


liebe 3, WES X 
—_ nit 3 Sure God doth love thee w:ll;from beaves to ſtud 
Ba tempeſt ſor thine end, Bay from the Are , 
B aft cages gjts forge doth lend --  .. 
thou prayeÞ,G od bearer, fierce wings ts thea repgire, 
Anbres 8: ci, Te power which the Biſhop of Rome now 
”—_ poſſeſſerh, did appertaine to the Emperour, yet 
Zhcodolli,5 neverebeleſle in thisBiſhops time,at the Emperors 
1 death wereplayes and enterludes practiſed, &&ma» 
$ozom lib. ny yain things invented, & this man alſo brought 
a ambition to the Chaire of Rome,who ſwelling in 
ride,ufurped juriſdition over other Churches: 
Sym-5. cen.of but the greater he grew inLordly predominancy, 
B, the more ignorantly were thoſe enſuing Emperors 
$ocrs. lib 6.- 1d tO their owne miſery, and the Saints of God 
ch.23 + cruelly perſecuted. 
Pope Bornrfacius comming into the Chaire of 
Rome,about the ſpace of a yeare after f-moceutius 
prevailed with the Emperour Phocas , in whoſe 
dayes A-ttchriſt ſprang,and fleuriſhed in greater 
abundance, theſe were the dayes for which a pro- 
terb was uſed long time after,faying, the time of . 
Phocas was the calamity of the Romane Emperour, 
but where was the great Biſhop to helpe him af- 
terwards,whea his Head, Feete, and ſecret Mem- 
bers were cut off, and burnt > Oh the 
mi- 


(9) 
w/o tudes rey and King TOMe:« 
have bin ht to by the uſurping, tyranizi 
Srakamkogl 1m their aſtepedDom ions 

The Biſhops of Rowe are then ſucceſſors you 5 
ſee to [nnecenteiws s who for the great See, have 
no warrant from God, and ſtand upon no better 
grounds then ona temporall, and perſonall act ; 
meerely humane. 

And what hath beene the praQice of other 
Prelates fince this ufurpation ofrhe See of Rome, 
what doe all other Lordly Biſhops , but by de- 
grees even as they are able tread the fame ſteps 3 
are they not a neſt of ambitious Prelates,hnntin 
for the ſupremacie fore-told of Antichriſt,r Job. 
2.22 4-3-2Thef. 2.3.but oh how hath this ſu- 
premacie ever bin deteſted of the ancient primi- 
tive Churches , who with Gregorze have beene 
compelled to cry out as well as'wee > Oh times ! 
ol manners + behold in all the parts of Zurgpe, 
all things cry under them. Townes are deſtroy- 
ed, Caſtles are overthrowne, Provinces are ſpoy- 
led, becauſethe Prieſts who ſhould Ive in aſhes 
upon the ground weeping, they are ſeeking un- 
to 5 ye names of vanity, and they doe glo- 

1n pr ſtiles. 


T ie Councill 


Serdics. 


Truly, faith Claudins Thaurinenſss, hee is not to = tripat], 


be countedan apoſtolicall bjſbop who fitteth in 
achaice of glory, but hee who tulfilleth an A- 

ſtolicke office. Oh it isa miſerable thing to 
hu of thoſe inormiries, and abuſes , comman- 
ded and committed by the Prelates from timeto 


time, as the number of their holidayes , and all 
C lnſts 


(10) 
Ms ot uncicanneſfe according tothe ſayings of 
Whores, and naughty women, who have brag- 
gcd that they have gained more in one ſuch day, 
then in 50. other dayes, and alſo their idlenefſe, 
and vncomely behaviour proceeding from them, 
who have ſo defiled other mens houſes, that the 
—_— of their uncleaneſſe,is known to the whole 
world. 

Oh then ſecing ſo many Nations have from 
time to time received ſuch corruption from the 
Prelates, Oh then where thould reformation be- 
gin, but even at the Sanctuary, Ezetzel,g. 

Ve may ſay of Erglandas a Bifhop once ſaid 
of Rome.. that 

England was bleft if Biſhops were 
wot rulers of ber ſtate, 

Or if ber BiGbops ſtorn'd not, 
their faith to violate. 

Eugeni the 1.beingBiſhop of Kome,found out 
yet more for the Chaire of Biſhops ſecs then be- 
tore, he was the firſt that made an ordinance that 
Biſhops ſhould have'priſon houſes ; nay, what 
glory would the prelates in all ages let paſſe, if 
they could obtaine it. 

Ler all men but conſider how not onely theBi- 
fhop of Rome, the Metropolitan Prelate, hath 
from time to time advanced his Chaire,but even 
thoſe leſſer P relates, but too great paſtors, (too 
_ ſaid I ) indeed the proverbe 1s, too good is 

arke naught, I pray God that their too great- 
nefle make not them ſtarke naught, for I am 
fure it makes moſt, ifnot all worſe then they 


WCFre 


(11) 
were before, _ Minifter may make a bad 
Lord: Biſhop, but I could never of a bad 
Miniſter that was made good by ſuch advance- 
ment , y& they haye alſo to their endeavour la- 
boured to advance their Sees,as time,and oppor- 
tunity would permit them. 

Bonifacius, a man borne in Englananct farre 


from Exeter,he was familiarly acquainted with ** © 
ive Popes, and by them he was advanced to ma- chariurSrepbe- 


ny honours, as to be the Popes Legate in Exg- 

land, Germg*y and Fraxce,a afterwards row + 
biſhop of Mentz,and all his travells was to bring 
hob Nation to ſubjection under the Biſhop 
of Rome, who by his treachery to the King of 
France (then raigning called Childerices, cauſed 
him to be diſthroned, and thruſt out,and another 
to be ſet in his place, but in the end he was juſt- 
ly rewarded and flaine by the Pagazs for his la- 
bour. 
But when Rhotardes Biſhop of Soiſan was 
commanded by Hadriazthe Biſhop of Rome to 

excommunicate the _ 

raigne Lord , hee denyed, and. refuſing "fo. to 
doe , returned an anſiver, adviſing him to bee 
, Circumſpet , and not raſh, in pronouncing fen- 
rence of excommunication 3 This Biſhop was 
a very proud man, and very ſerious in inqui- 
*ry concerning titles of land , and other tem- 
rall affaires of the Kingdome , but the No- 
les of that Country reproved him for it, and 
told him that it wasa ſtrange and vnaccufto- 
C 2 med 
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of France his ſove- Char.Caivas 


(12) 
Sym. 10 cen, med thing,rhat 2 Biſhop ſhould ta him, 
w_ tobe judge in a Controverſie of civill affaires, 
or about titles and rights of Kingdomes, becauſe 
(as they told him) he could not be beth a Biſhop 
and a Iudge. 
In his Books I can not heer Cc over-paſle that defence of Mar- 
Defenfer paciss ſili7u5 P atarins, concerning Biſhops. 
He faith : 
1 That one Biſhop hath not anthoriry over 
another, much lefle over Kings and Emperours. 
2 That the word of G he enely ro be 
Iudge in all cauſes as well Ecclefiaſticall as Tem- 
porall matters. 
3 That the Biſhops ſhonld be ſubje& to the 
Magiſtrates. 

4 That the head of the Church is Chriſt, and 
that he never 6.1 tO any Biſhop to be Vickar, 
over the vniverſall Church. | 

5 That Biſhops ought to be choſen by their 
owne Church and Clergie. 

6 That the Clergy after Romes inſtitution,are 
a denne of Theeves. -- -- 

'7 That the Dodrine of the Pope is not to be 
followed. becauſe it leades to eternall death. 

Bur to come to latter times: Let us looke a lit- 
tle on MF, Wreklifſe, what hee Qaith concerning 
Church government 3 hedeclares, ; 

r Thar in the time of the Apoſtles there were 
onely two Orders, Elders, and Deacons, and no 
diſtin&tion ofPatriarch,Archbiſhop,&c.and thar 

fuch were onely found out by Pride, and humane 
iſtitut ion, 2 That 


| (13) 
. 2 That he who is moſt ſerviceable, ang humble 


inthe Church,and moſt inamored with the love 


of Chriſt, the ſame is the neareſt by Divine inſti- 
tution, unto Chriſt in the militant Church. 

3 That whatſoever the Biſhops command, 
which cannot be deduced clearcly out of the 
Scriptures, is to be accounted Hereticall , and 
not to be obeyed. 


4 That the Emperours, and ſecular Lords, are Sya.! 5.cen;of 
ſeduced,who ſo extoll the Prelates, which worke 3: 


ſo much iniquity amongſt them, by Simony, 
Covetouſneſſe, Whoring, and Pride, &c. yet 
pretend reformation in the Church. -. 
How did the people cry out thus m the dayes 
of ſobn Huſſe, for working ſo. much iniquity a- 
ſt them, and being accuſed before the King 
for ſuch their wickedneſlc, were ſeverally pu- 
niſhed. 

All Ecclefiaſticall perſons ſhould in the places 
of cure of ſoules, vie to their owne people onely 
the ſivord of the ſpirit by exhortation, reproofe, 
dire&ion, conſolation, by faithfull preaching, 
and inſtrudting , «which are the offices of the 
Church, and to leave the Temporall fword to 
the temporall Magiſtrate, which was the rule of 
the Apoltles, and their true ſucceſſors, At, 15. 
Such alſo was the cuſtome heere in Englandgun- 


till King Hezry the 4. at which time the popiſh yeare of bis- 
prelates following the example of the man of 5** - 


fin at Rome, obtained 2 ſtatute, and that without 


the free conſent of the ſubjeds, by-which ſtatute 
C3 they” 


In the ,. 


' 
_ 


(14) | 
In the Record th got the Temporall 'Sword into their hands, 

of the Tower, and have ſince vied both at once,to the great grief 

and trouble both of Church and ſtate, yet have 

they often gone abouttoprove their calling to be 

de jure divine, whereas you ſce it is from mans 
inſtitution, and not from the Lord. 

II. To prove that the Biſhops have not their * 

Lordly government from God, and that it is not 

— warrantableby the holy word fo to be lifted "Pp, 

J that ſuch a calling for a Biſhop is not de jure 4t- 
w120, by divine i ght- - 

By the way, I thall give youa bricfe relation 

concerning the name Biſhop, the ſignification 

whereof gives no way at all to Lordly predomi- 


nancy,it {1gnifies an overſcer which hath a cliarge 
to looke to, and thus it may fignifie. 


1 One that is a ſurveyer to ſee and provide things 
GaichM Dove, #2c2[] ary, for the life of man, Tt was at the firſt gr- 
: wen to Clarcks of the Market, whoſe office was to 
ſee things bought and ſould. 
. 2 Onethat is a ſpirituall overſeer an Taſtrufter, 
"Y one that hath a charge over ſoules, as it # Acts 20. 
28.1 Tim. 3.1- 
3 4 Paſtqr teacher, or Elder of a Churth, Phil. 
I- 1. Luke 2. 8. Gen. 4. 7. 3. 
4 The Mediatorſhip of Chriſt, in the ſalvatios 
of the ſoules of his EleF, 1 Peter 2. Lift. : 


Having now ſhewed you that from-the name 
biſhop they can lay no right to their inſtitutt- 
ONS 


E7 — i# 
ons of Prelacy, ſo neither have they any cxine- 
ple fromthe Apoſtles to allow the ;ndlirieion 
thereof,for it is contrary to the Apoſtles practi- 
ſes asmay appeare. 


x The Apoſtles were meſſengers of God for the 
good of the Church, Phil. 2. 28, and q. 18. and 2 
Cor. 8. Rom. 16. 7. the Prelates ſend meſſengers 
to burt the Church. | 

2 The Apoſtles preached the Goſpel! aſ_ . 

. 10. 1. Matth. 28. 19. Gal. r. r. the Pre- 
lates plead more to get to themſelues the glory of the 
world, then preach to their flocke, 

8 Apoſtles preached the truth from the grace 
, Rom. 1. 5. the Prelates plead for Romiſh 
Ceremonies, and ſuperſtitions. 

4 The Apoſtles [aboured for the enriching of the 
Charch, and Congregation of Gods Saints, a Cor. 
6. 10. but the Prelates labour for themſelves. 

5 The Apoſtles ſuffered rebuke, and croſſes pa- 
tiently, 1 Cor. 4. 10. and. 2 Cor. 6.5. and 2 
COT. 11. 23. but Prelates cannot enture to lee 
medled with, = FE 

. 6 The Apoſtles were ſatisfied with any. dwellings z 
nay none at all, aud they tooke great pawnes laboring 
with their hands, t cor. 4.11. Acts 20.23. and 
1 Theſ. 2+9. 2 Theſ..3.8.6ut the Prelates though 
they dwell intheir ftatehP allaces,and live idely,and 
labour not at all, except it may be for twoor three 
ſermons ina yeare, &c, yet are they not ſatsſ- 


fed. 


p 7 The 


(16) - 

"2 The Apoſles never wed to fit in Tourtsof 
ludicature, after the charge met gruer them pe 
preach, they medied not with jiates matters, tbey bus 
fred not themſetves with ſuch ſecular imployneruts, 
Matth. 4-18-Matth.9. 9. Marke.1o. 28. Rom, 
11, Ads 13. 2. But the Prelates intrude them- 
ſelves into ſuch offices, ad employ themſelues mare 
concertung ſtates matters (1 feave me) then they doe 
zn their ſtudies moſt of them, if not all. GIG 

8 There were zone amonp{t them that had dom:- 
nionane over another,but were all equall,as loving, 
and deare brethren, Matth.29. 25. Luke 22. 25. 
2 Cor. 1. 24. 1 Pet.5.1. But Lordy Prelates 
ere exalted in their proumces over all the | 
the Clergie. | 2, | 

Ina word our Lordly Biſhops follow not the 

Apoſtles intheir humble ſincere, and pure lives, 
but in a proud, ſinfull,. and contrary courſe of 
life , to the miſery of all thoſe over whom they 
rule. | 
-TheirLordly predominancie is dired&ly cotrary 
to the wofd ro 3 as May aPPpeare i divers 
places of the Scripture, Gen.2.7. Exod 21.14- 
Devit. 10.1: Num.t.53- Deatr.” 18. 2-Toſu.z. 
8. Tudger2.7. 1 Samy 3Sam. 15 27-"1Kings 
I. 52-2 Kings 22.1341. Chron. 24.53.2 C708. 29+ 
6. Ezra15.24, Nehem. 13. 2g- Eſter $.6..106.36. 
9- Pſal. 132 9. Prov. 16.5. Eccleſ.2. $8. Cant:6, 
$8. Eſay.14. r3.1er..23. 1.Lament.4; 14. Ezek. 
24- 2+ Dan.5<17. Hoſeag. Ama. x. 3. bad. 
2+ 3+ Tonah, 3.2, Micha. 11. Nahum. 3-18. 

| s Habac, 


(17) 
Haha. $2003 Regen": Zathere 3. 8. 


Mala, 
"'Letadman hinkmro bad ay ara nuke 
worlofGCol for ig oi churech 


meny a area muſt ner there 
T0 Mg Warrant orprelaſiez, for.it is not © 
& 43.06 cuſtome of the church 
A is the Cone of the Genrzles to have 
OMIA y 29d to fxetcile, aucharity over5licir 
pp be Pn <1 _ Apaſtles tt 
Bos baſo attangſt you'(ai Mg8.20:25,28. 
Mark, 10,43:4i-Lat.$2.35,26,Chrift gave theta 
cargo ond tzme £0 time, totak of i 
ap by proce s ares, them.to take 
eng O Lo y-predominake:. Chriſt egds them 
waver nn per to preach:to the Bn 
lwmmiliry; and;that by the'cxample of himhleitecte 
ſendsthepy forthas Embafſkdours of , his worth 
is batably,as he did; and wartiing rhem 
not to looke for greater glory and mee 
world,then he himſelfe received, ſobz 1 3 45,16. 

' St;Pgter he pracQuifcsthis leffec 
fore the reſt of the Apoſtles, 4d 
bebe 4 ſaith he, know thas Goll choſe out me to 

ach the Goſpel, that the Geutiles might heare 


the {a of my month, hepraact 'e{fq them,and 


ebeletued andrecerved tbe bolyGboſuſaith 
there-was' fie diferonce: beter a Ul &c2s1 it 


is As 15, 

 And-$t. F4al teatheth thenract to bee brigh 
minded,bus x make themfclves cquall tothe 
of rhe lower ſort, Rom. = .16. _ 


not my E-rd 


orright reve 
er aald nd farther, &c 


(89) 
. Andlet the lofty Prelates bluth at - that Yis 
models taung,now ye ara Bll (þ he) now.yee 


e-! 


are made rich,ye raigne as we are made 
ockeye arc te, burwe ate de- 
Fre on Gith he afterwards, Fly jos bo ole. 


ers of mee,+.Cor.4.Oh! yePrelates will nor theſe 
ſo plainteſtimonies of your pride: convince you. * 


Looke upoti Poul lixtle furtlier; andyou ſhall 
ſcethat he was ſo farre from being a Lardly Pre- 
hte, that he'gloricd in being a to preach 
Leſs Cbrifias t is 3 Cor: 4- 5- who never d 
20 receive titles of remporall honour,” butas Fames 

 Cephas, and Tohn, the ri hand af fellow-ſhip 

_ avith the reſt. Gal.z.g.Epbe 6.2m. 
Andthoſe Biſhops and Dgacors, which were 
the Saints at Philopi, as it is Phil; 7. 1. 
there metre up prelalie Fthem', becauſe 
ofthe fellowſhip whichthey had in the Goſpell, 
verſe 5<Col.t.1 TN $3- £30 


 -Obthow and greevous a nidC is i forthe 
Miniſtess of the-Church of God , to fit glory 
as Lords ofthe Temple of God! 3;Theſ.2.4. 
In all the whole Bible xe can findno warrant 
; = tie, or Lordly government for Paſtors 
Charch to! ay clan to,onely # Biſi6p or 
Dee Elder, which you will; for they tie all 
one,and a Deacon, the next degree immediately 
.after them j.-and rhat oneh in otdination,' &c. 
Not .in Lordly. predominutie: Ie. 47's Fx 2; 


(19) ) 
1 Andwhenithere were aty ſuch amongſt them, 
| he deao wexrkdly beet 


gloryaie Apolie dreckontiem forſaken, 2. 


14.4.) "att 


And memay by plainly in that place, where Sr. 
4 4%, WIRES IQ 7 2M Co 
$5 he firſt calls them; 7Ytw 1.5.t9 be 
Jo qualified, he gives the reaſon of it in the*;. v. 
for ieh he, 5 Biho op muſt momonee & 
Jhat.che very farae which he firſt calleth Elder,be 


fer yards calleth Biſhops it is,laineto be un- 
. They were all brethre were none of ther 
ſet.up or appointed by-them to Lord it over the 


for 
ſelves to bee the Miniſters of Chriſt they _—_ 
not to be made temporall Lords,and to ſit in pla- 
cevof Tadicatereandto judge of Civitt marrers, 
bur their office is todraw nigh ro God,/am.g,$- 
1Pet.1.12.2 Pet.1.21.1 Toh.g.3.2 Toh.v.2.370. 
Va 1-Tudev.1.what ſhall Efay more,if our lord- 
ly Biſhops will not take examples from: the A- 
poltles,letthem rake examples from the Angell, 
who would not ſuffer /obz to fall downe before 
him,no (faith he)T'am thy fellow-ſervant,and of 
thy brethren the ts PAI FP 
2 Thus 


(26), 

- This you Nethat if our Lordly Shoge had 

upon their guard to defond Bputopt bens: 
nacio,they can neither father 
title of his holy a (ye PINE Prophetegce 
Apoſtles of GOD, - nor upon pute'times, who 
thongh-they wrong the fithers of lic A 
Church Tay that tlieyhad'the ſam<houonr,yet 

you ſee ir is not ſo,nognb, alas ſhould the godly, 


"nt .Hom.6,in luntble, poore poore, unterdly Biſhops of the primi- 


tive Churches{who hed noſuch h ordly honour, 
offices,ftate,- yonipe, wid ſecular power, as ours 
nov enjoy) ariſe out of their graves, and behold 


the dominions; wealth, habit > h— 2 ploymenr 

of our preſenr Prel ws | ber dem 
them Monſters;then Minth Pita 

Hates, Lnctfers, then PreatHers SG O» 
verfeers of Clirifts fiGek; her then 


_—_ of divine TIT o/ 
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An he | Prophets. ” Ge, 


I: 


L incalze concern 
Kihop of | —_—_ oo 


T us reported of the Biſhop of Lincolne Hs he 
ould prophe a» #tch ſhall not be de- 
pears = 20 Egy « pt,but by vi. 
olence and force, and with the bloods ved, and al. 

beit their gavernment Le efteemed but 4 light mat- 

* ter, yet ſboxtly more greag and greevous things ſball 
te ſeen. How hapneth it (fF#th father Lankan that 

we have had ſo m! wepreaching Pre- 
lates,Lordly Los Miniſters : This 

land ts not ((aj , 1t 1s to ſtorey, 

too thorney, þ , They have ſo 


many t hel things to 
ſay for t X | | os Feake teame 
toplough th as fer fÞrthemſelies Jong 
Cuſtomes, Cerevopugt i, / bority, placing 1 
Parliament and Fx 5 more,and 1 feare mee 


this Land 1s not yet 4 > bee ploughed, for as the 
ſaying 1s,ft lackes witÞWing, this Land lackes wi- 
thering,at leaſt w - es it is not for me for to plough ; 
for wy. ſbal T looke for among thornes,but prickt 
and ſcratching, what ſtones, but ſtumbling, 
D (I had 


3 


8 


| (an) 
I bad almoft ſaid) what amongſt Serpents but 
Singin ; but thus mach 1 tore ſlrcthay ne Los - 


ding and Loytering bath come wp, Pr hath 
gone downe, contrary to the Apoſtles times”; 


or they -|- 
Preached, and Lorded not, bat now they Lord and 
Preavh not : or they that be Laxds, 'will ill goa to 
plough.” And the Plough-men in the Countrey, 


were as wegligent in thetr Office,as Prelates be wee 
ſbould nat long live, for lacke of ſuftenance. | 
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